
Hutijcran tKibings;
P U B L I S H E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N E V A N G E L I C A L L U T H E R A N C H U R C H

V o l . X X January 5, 1954 No. 11

Sww\HWW««vw»wuu««w™\um\w««UHX\wuu«w\u«\TOmuTOm\\w«v\\\«v»w\m\\\muiu\«mm«\\vw«wvuwuv\viHvuvttWvvwvMAW\vwvww«w\wn\v«uvwwvVkWVWWvl «

It Can Be A Great Year
.These days the salutation with which we greet one another is "Happy New Year." Something more

important is at stake in 1954, however, than mere happiness. Our times call for us to be more than happy;
they call for us to be great. Moving through the gates of a new year should provide a point from which
to look back on the past. Resolutions for the new year are meaningless unless closely associated with repent
ance for the past. The ministry of Our Lord is described in a phrase which stresses repentance; "He came
to call sinners to repentance" and His first public utterance was a demand for repentance. Each fresh out
burst of energy in the early church began with the same emphasis. The Twelve went out "everywhere
preaching that men should repent." After Pentecost, as the crusade to Christianize the Empire began, the
watchword was "Repent, and be baptized " And as they called the Gentiles, the stress is the same:
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out." Paul describes his missionary
zeal as an effort "to show men that they should repent and turn to God." Barth shows repentance as the
soul coming to an awesome halt before God, and William Law tells us, "Repentance is a kind of table-talk
until we see in it so much of the deformity of our own inward nature as to be in some degree frightened and
t e r r i fi e d b y i t . "

Without some such insight into the experiences of 1953, 1954 cannot be a great year,
tices of men or the public policies of nations ought to be overshadowed and influenced
Kierkegaardian shame for sin and failure.

The private prac-
b y a s e n s e o f

Then the forgiveness of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus
triumph of right. Then it can be a great year.

C h r i s t w i l l o p e n t h e w a y t h e fi n a l
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A New Year Meditation
January 5, 1954

" L o r d , t h o u h a s t b e e n o u r d w e l l i n g p l a c e i n a l l
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth,
o r e v e r t h o u h a d s t f o r m e d t h e e a r t h a n d t h e w o r l d
from everlasting to everlasting thou art God."

Ps. 90,1-2.

We l ive in a changing world, we even l ive in a
sinful world; contrasting therewith is the eternity
of God and his mercy endureth forever. "In the be
ginning God," throughout all ages and forever, God.
"Thou art the same and thy years have no end." Ps.
102, 28.

In a beautiful little poem called "An Alpine Song,"
Grace Noll Crowell tells us something of what goes
on when the sun is setting its evening fires, and the
peaks are gold with flame, and the shepherds are
h o m e w a r d b o u n d w i t h t h e i r fl o c k s .

They call to each other across the twilit valleys.
They lift their voices in beautiful benediction to cheer
and comfort their hearts at the close of day. "Hither
to the Lord hath helped, let us praise Him." Their
echo leaps from the peaks clear as a harp's touch
string until all the air is vocal with music. Then faint
their voices ring, "Goodnight, Goodnight." All the
crags again make answer "Goodnight" and the dusk
c o m e s d o w n . T h e n t h e r e i s a w i s h i n h e r s o u l t h a t
the same sweet song could echo across today's deep
twilights: "Hitherto the Lord hath helped, let us praise
His name." What about the closing hours of the old
year? New Year 's Eve we used to be together a t
one of our daughters' home, and I think it is only
proper and natural that we first think of the past
and then look forward with expectancy and hope.
I t i s s t a t e d t h a t a n a u t o m o b i l e m u s t h a v e b o t h a
windshield and a rearview mirror, so the driver can
see the road. In looking back thfere is something we
must never forget but store up in our traveling bag,
all the pleasant things of years gone by and especially
God's rich blessing. "Bless the Lord, O my soul and
forget not all His benefits, who forgives all your
iniquity, who heals al l your diseases." On the other
hand there is something in the past that we should
forget. The apostle Paul has it this way. "One thing
I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining fore-
ward to what lies ahead." I think we should try to
forget past failures, disappointment, injuries and even
our sinfulness in the past. If we confess that we be
l i eve i n t he fo rg i veness o f s i n t hen we sha l l no t
brood over it again, and again. I know that we are
apt to do it. If we confess, "I believe in God the
Father all Mighty," then we can not the next moment
be filled with worry. And that leads us to the gate
a n d e n t r a n c e o f t h e N e w Ye a r . W e e n t e r w i t h c o n
fi d e n c e i n G o d .

Let me illustrate this the following way. "In the
high-class Christian homes in India there is a small
room set apart for devotion. Every morning the young
Indian girl bathes and dresses in fresh garments.
Then she goes to the quiet room and offers her morn
ing worship of prayer and thanksgiving to God. Be
fore she leaves the room, she takes a flask of per-

P a s t o r P e d e r E a s m u s s e n

fume and bathes' her feet with it. Slipping in her
sandals, she goes out to her household duties and
pleasures. She carries the fragrance of her prayer
hour with her, and is reminded of God throughout
the day." (From the book: "The Mature Heart.")
Could you think of a better way of entering the gate
of the New Year? When the Israelites had come to
the river Jordan in order to enter the new land they
were asked to sanctify themselves.

And then there is something called the second
chance. We may have such a one. What a blessing
t h a t w o u l d b e .

"He came to my desk with a quivering lip."
The lesson was done—
"Dear teacher, I want a new leaf." he said, "I have

spoiled this one."
In place of the leaf so stained and blotted I gave

him a new one all unspotted.
And into his sad eyes smiled,
"Do better now my child."
We often think that if we could do it over, we

would act in a different way and do better. I am
not so sure of that, but there is something about a
second chance. '

Many'other things could be said about New Year
but I will close with this beautiful poem:

"I said to the man of the gate of the year;
What light canst thou lend to those entering here?
I never have traveled this pathway before;
Thy help and thy counsel I humbly implore
How can I discover what lieth ahead
That I may walk safely where ever I tread?
The man at the gate, turning kindly to me.
Spoke words of assurance that answered my plea.
The way that seems dark can be cheerfully trod
By putting thy trust in the guidance of God.
He goeth before thee. He knoweth the way.
Just follow His counsel from day unto day."
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(This is the first of a series of articles to appear in
LUTHERAN TIDINGS descr ib ing cond i t ions in the
areas of need overseas, toward which are focussed
t h e h u m a n i t a r i a n e f f o r t s o f t h e c h u r c h e s w o r k i n g t o
gether in ministering to the suffering and distress of
all peoples regardless of race, color or creed.)- ^

' The most striking feature of the ministries of Re

lief and Reconstruction in Etirope and the Middle
East, as the American visitor sees them, is their pre
c i s i o n .

Our churches are doing precisely what is needing
most to be done in order to be of the greatest help to
the people in these countries. This is an exciting,
not to say refreshing, discovery for an American Chris
t i a n .

We have, as church people, in the last years, been
addressed by the overwhelming needs of Europe and
the Middle East, as well as the rest of the world, and
the very vastness of the world's need has somehow
given us the impression that anything that we are
able'to do and contribute would be a help, and so,
subconsciously, we have gotten the impression in our
churches that overseas we are doing just anything
to be of help.

Those who have tried to interpret the needs to
us, have recited an almost endless catalog of suffer
ing, want, and trouble, and they have also recited
an almost endless list of services and gifts, clothes,
vitamins, drugs, and food that are needed. These
recitals, I say, have given to many American Chris
tians the impression that the needs have been so
vast and urgent that necessarily the Relief and Re
construction operations overseas would be "jerry-
built" improvisations, and, while not lacking in the
spirit of Christian love and good will, were in the
long run possibly even wasteful.

It is a delight, therefore, to the
visitor to discover the precise econ
omy of the services which are being
rendered by our denominations in
so many ways in many areas over
seas. This precision shows in a num
ber of ways.

In the first place, our programs
a r e t a i l o r e d t o m e e t t h e p r e c i s e
needs, that is to say, the needs which
are really the most important needs
of the people. A good example is
Greece, whose recovery from the war
h a s b e e n m o r e d i f fi c u l t t h a n a n y
other European country.

In the Athens area, clothing, food
supplements, and drugs are still

By R. Norris Wilson
leaving children without means of support, the prob
lem of the aged, the problem of the demorahzation
of youth, and so on, represented a need which was
m u c h m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l t h a n t h e n e e d f o r m e r e
relief, and so since 1950 the Congregational Christian
Serv ice Commit tee, has been doing socia l work in
Kaisariani, a depressed neighborhood in Athens,
where, in the flood-tides of war, the erosion of per
sonal and family life had taken a dreadful toll.

This area was a concentration point for the Com
munist guerrillas in the period immediately after
the German occupation. In the first free election
following the war, voters in Kaisariani cast an over
whelming Communist vote. In the next election
there were hardly any Communist votes at all, and
Greek officials tel l you that the change was due to
t h e w o r k o f D r . a n d M r s . F r a n k W a t s o n w h o h a d
patiently, through that period, been trying to meet
the needs of the men and women, boys and girls, in
their neighborhood.

They were precisely meeting what is precisely
the deepest need in the area, and incidentally pro
viding a unique example of first rate social work in
Greece where this type of service is practically un
k n o w n .

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , i n n o r t h e r n G r e e c e w h e r e
vil lage life was so completely disrupted by the vari
ous occupat ions, I ta l ian, German, and Br i t ish , and
a lso by guer r i l la war fare , there was need for ma
terial relief. Beyond and deeper than this, and more
precisely, there was a need for the restoration of
village and community life and for the training of
the villagers in new and more rewarding methods of
farming, husbandry, and domestic science.

The so-called "Greek Village Project," initiated
by the Brethren Service Committee, in which a num

ber of our denominations are coop
erating, and which has sent workers
to l ive in the vi l lages to meet th is
need, is again a notably precise form
o f Ch r i s t i an se r v i ce .

Secondly, the ministries of Relief
and Reconstruction might be called
precise in regard to the churches'
choice of the persons to whom these
m i n i s t r i e s a r e e n t r u s t e d .

I think, for example, of the work
t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n i n
Damascus is doing under the direc
t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n C h r i s t i a n s o n . A s
he te l ls you about the c l in ics , the
food d is t r ibut ion centers, the voca
tional guidance, and the other min
i s t r i e s w h i c h h e a n d h i s s t a f f a r e

needed, but very soon after the guer- Bernard A. Confer, administrative sec- performing, you get the impression
rilla activity had ceased, it appeared retary of Lutheran World Relief (hold- tji^t precisely Christian Christian-
t h a t s o c i a l w o r k w a s m u c h m o r e L s h S t
necessary. The disruption of family the scene with help during recent given the quality of leadership which
life, the death of father or mother border raids in troubled Near East. is there. He has a staff of 27. All
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except himself and six Syrian doctors are Palestinian
refugees.

Chr i s t ianson i s a Dane and h is leadersh ip , because
of this, is much more acceptable to the Syrian gov
ernment than if he were an American. Syria, in the
present nationalistic phase of her life, does not easily
accept the presence of foreigners, especially from the
big nations—America, Britian, or France.

Apart from this interesting fact, Christiansen's
administrative ability, his love for the people, and the
d e v o t i o n w i t h w h i c h h e i s r e g a r d e d b y t h e
refugees, as well as by the members of his staff, con
firm the visitor's impression that he is precisely the
man who should be leading this crucially important
service among this large concentration of refugees.

In the Middle East, the observer discovers still an
o t h e r s e n s e i n w h i c h i t i s c o r r e c t t o u s e t h e w o r d
"precise" in describing the churches' ministries to the
refugees.

There are in excess of 850,000 Palestinian refugees in
t h e M i d d l e E a s t t o d a y. T h e y r e p r e s e n t ' n o t o n l y a h u g e a n d
stuhhorn obstacle to the peace of the world, hut also an im
mensely compelling task for the churches. As one sees the
work which is being done in Damascus, or Jerusaiem, or
Beirut, one wonders at the smaiiness of these ministries in
proportion to the overwhelming size of the refugee problem
a s a w h o l e .

Viewed one at a time, our services seem almost futi le,
and yet the persistent traveller gains at last a very different
a n d m o r e e n c o u r a g i n g i m p r e s s i o n . T h e r e a r e m a n y c h u r c h e s
a t w o r k i n t h i s a r e a — L u t h e r a n s , P r e s b y t e r i a n s , A n g l i c a n s ,
Q u a k e r s , B a p t i s t s , C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s , a n d s o o n , e a c h d o i n g
precisely what they can do best in this area, and in a won
d e r f u l w a y a i l o f t h e s e m i n i s t r i e s fi t t o g e t h e r t o f o r m a
pat te rn o f serv ice o f very impress ive s ize .

Moreover, the influence of these combined ministr ies is
far greater than their s ize would warrant. The praise and
gratitude and affection on the faces and in the words of the
r e f u g e e s , m o s t o f w h o m a r e M o s l e m s , f o r t h e w o r k o f t h e
C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s , b o t h p l e a s e s a n d h u m b l e s t h e t r a v e l l e r.

W h e n , t h e r e f o r e , d u r i n g o u r o b s e r v a n c e s o f O n e G r e a t
H o u r o f S h a r i n g , a n d a t o t h e r t i m e s , a p p e a l s a r e m a d e i n
b e h a l f o f o u r m i n i s t r i e s o f R e l i e f a n d R e c o n s t r u c t i o n t h r o u g h
out the wor ld, i t wi l l he good to remember the precis ion
o f t h e s e s e r v i c e s w h i c h o u r c h u r c h e s h a v e s o g e n e r o u s l y u n
de r taken i n t he face o f t he wor ld ' s g rea t and con t i nu ing need .
I t i s , I t h i n k , a c o n fi r m a t i o n t o u s t h a t t h e s e s e r v i c e s a r e
t ru l y o f Ch r i s t , t ha t we have been ab le t o r a i se up such ab le
a n d c o n s e c r a t e d l e a d e r s w h o s e w o r k , w i t h s u c h b l e s s e d
precision, is meeting the needs of the world's troubled peo
p les so g race fu l l y.

( T h e s e c o n d a r t i c l e o f t h i s s e r i e s — c o n c e r n i n g t h e
resettlement of refugees—iwiii he written by Dr. Paul
C . E m p i e , D . D . , D i r e c t o r o f t h e N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n
C o u n c i l a n d C h a i r m a n o f t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d
erat ion Commiss ion on Wor ld Serv ice. I t w i l l ap
pear in the January 20, 1954 edition.)
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And He Sliall Gently Lead Us
( C o n f e s s i o n a l Ta l k )

Deares t Sav io r, who dos t bend down in d iv ine
compassion and love to me as I prepare to receive,
with the bread and the cup of the Sacrament, Thy
holy body and blood, grant me a faith which will not
doubt the truth of Thy words: "This is My body given
for you," "This is My blood shed for you." Shut out
all worldly thoughts as I meditate upon Thy mercy.
Thy suffering and dying in my stead.

Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. Amen.

Ever since that first Holy Thursday evening when
Jesus gathered the twelve with Him in the Upper
Room, Christians, have met at the Lord's table.

Why? Most of you know, and if you don't you
should know the answer given in Luther's Catechism,
and it would be vanity and folly on my part to be
lieve I could add anything of significance to what has
already been said and written. However, I am also
aware that each generation looks for something that
it especially needs when men seek the Lord's Table.

Upon reading the introduction to Communion I
notice words and phrases like these—unite, gather,
present among us. together wi th a l l Thy bel ievers,
etc. And who are to be gathered and united at the
Lord's table? It is we. It is people. You don't go
to Communion by mail or proxy. It is you, my friend.

When once you have heard the invitation, then
what? Do you ever experience the feeling of life
falling apart, scattered and confused? Who among us
could not say with Ann in the film. Answer for Ann—
"I am all mixed up." If you, my friend, have insulated
yourself so well against the errors and pains of suf
fering humanity, I can only say you live an isolated
and sheltered life which adds up to an empty life. It
is the congregation of the erring, the confused, the
weary that seek the Lord's table and are given some
thing. Here our scattered lives are gathered by One
who can unite the broken; here forgiving words lift
a load from weak shoulders to the only One who
can rightly carry the heavy burdens of the day; here
we are made strong because we are united with Him
through faith, hope, and love. Amen.

Holger O. Nielsen.

W a r i s m o r e t e r r i b l e t h a n a m a n ' s m i n d c a n c o m
prehend. I t is the corpse of a f r iend; one moment
ago a living human being with thoughts, hopes and
a future — just exactly like yourself — now, nothing.
It is cities — labor of generations lost — now dusty
piles of broken stones and splintered wood — dead.
It is the total pain of a hundred million parted loved
ones — some for always. And when it is in your
mind so strongly that you can never forget, then seek
how you can best keep peace.

Corporal Wal ter J . Sla loff , Korea.
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By Dr. Ernest D. Nielsen
• I

At the turn of the century, the slogan: "The evan
gelization of the*world in our generation" encircled
Chr is tendom. I t echoed in every Chr is t ian na t ion . .
Everywhere young men and women volunteered for
Christian service abroad. We may rightly charge them
with fa i lure to v iew the wor ld rea l is t ica l ly, but we
cannot deny that they were motivated by a high sense
of duty and hope. It is D. Elton Trueblood who points
out that the great modern concept of technical as
sistance (which he calls "one of the great ideas of our
time") is really an extension of the missionary move
ment. In the very same connection, Trueblood says,
"Most of us have so taken foreign missions for granted
that we have failed to recognize the wonder of the
m o v e m e n t . "

However, it is one of the theses of this series of
articles, that the task of evangelizing the world in
volves something much vaster than the geographical
expansion of Christendom. The missionary enter
prise of the Church is an ever unfinished task. It con
fronts us abroad and at home. As the late Robert E.
Speer said, "The missionary enterprise is not a quest
for something that Christianity does not possess. It
is an effort to share with the world the things that
Christianity does contain, .... that are there not need
ing to be supplemented, or corrected, or enriched
They are all there, in our Lord Jesus Christ, ....
and this salvation .... it is our clear duty to carry
t o a l l t h e w o r l d n o w. "

Yes, the Church's very nature is inextricably bound
to something given—the Word, the faith, the sacra
ments, grace, mercy, life, and truth. Speaking in
pedagogical language, we are learners, growers, and
practicers. It is part of our task to articulate the
message and the mission of the Church in such a way
that people may grasp that that which they meet in
Christianity is a living reality. It is here, as prac
ticers, that we often fall short. It is here that we may
speak of failure, but the failure is ours and not the
Church's. Certainly, the failure of efforts is not al
ways due to unwillingness. On the contrary, it is
often traceable to failure to recognize the "teachable
moment." Some degree of personal experience is
necessary in order to achieve understanding. There
are things in life which require living before they can
be grasped.

It is my deep conviction that man comes closer to
the foun ta in o f t he Chr i s t i an l i f e i n the Chr i s t i an
congregations than anywhere else. Hence, I am per
suaded that any "churchly revival" that shall awaken
the spiritual life of men must issue forth from con
gregational centers. The Lutheran pastor does not
only preach but teach religion. As a teacher of re
ligion, he does teach children and adolescents, but
what about adults? Yet, the truth is that many of

the problems which face us in congregational life may
be partly overcpme, if not solved, through a more
se r i ous conce rn f o r t he educa t i on o f adu l t s . Any
program of evangelism that aims at winning the un
churched and the lapsed must rest on men and women
who are willing to accept their pastor as both preach
er and teacher of religion. We shall not win people
in any great number without a willingness to learn,
to sacrifice a few hours each week or month, to study,
think, decide, and pray about the tasks that confront
us. The day is past when mere announcements suf
fice. We shall have to persuade men to come. Jesus
knew something about the problem of reaching men.
There is much to be learned by turning to the method
that Jesus employed in the winning of men. If nothing
else, it reveals that saneness of Jesus' whole approach
as compared with the methods of the modern zealots
who in their very ardor make a caricature of evangel
i s m .

In the next article, we shall conclude the present
discussion of "Return to Origins" by turning to the
Gospels for one or two illustrations of how Jesus suc
ceeded in enlisting men for His movement and evok
ing their deep loyalty.

T h e R i b e r s

Tentative* itinerary of Harold and Mary Riber in
Districts VIH and IX (West Coast).

W i l b u r , W a s h . : J a n . 1 7
E n u m c l a w , W a s h . J a n . 2 0 o r 2 1
S e a t t l e a n d T a c o m a , W a s h . J a n . 2 4
J u n c t i o n C i t y , O r e . J a n . 3 1
F r e s n o , C a l i f . F e b . 2
P a r l i e r , C a l i f . F e b . 3
S o l v a n g , C a l i f . F e b . 4 o r 5
L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . F e b . 7
Pasadena, Calif., one evening in week of Feb. 7-13
S a l i n a s , W a t s o n v i l l e F e b . 2 1
Oakland, Calif . , one evening in week of Feb. 22-28

*These da tes a re no t defin i te . P lease wa tch fo r an - -
nouncements of meetings in your congregation.

Open Discussion Of Seminary
A t t e n t i o n i s c a l l e d a g a i n ( s e e D e c . 5 i s s u e ) t o t h e

open meeting to be held at Grand View College January
1 9 , 1 9 5 4 , b y t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f G r a n d V i e w
C o l l e g e a n d G r a n d V i e w S e m i n a r y . ' T h i s m e e t i n g i s
d e s i g n e d t o g i v e o p p o r t u n i t y o f e x p r e s s i o n t o a l l t h o s e
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e f u t u r e o f t h e S e m i n a r y . L e n g t h y
r e p o r t s h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d , a n d i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s a r e
n o w i n v i t e d t o s h a r e t h e i r o p i n i o n s w i t h t h e B o a r d
a t t h i s o p e n m e e t i n g . A n y m e m b e r o f t h e S y n o d m a y
a p p e a r a t t h e m e e t i n g ( 9 a . m . ) a n d b e h e a r d . I t i s
n o t r e q u i r e d , b u t i t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t p e r s o n s s o d e
siring should write a note to Dr. Erling Jensen, 1209
M a r s t o n A v e n u e , A m e s , I o w a , s t a t i n g h i s w i s h t o b e
h e a r d .

Since it is an open meeting, persons are invited to
attend even though they may not wish to speak.
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God's Word Is Free
By Aage Mol ler.

My heart was gladdened several times in Denmark
when people voluntar i ly asked for the singing of a
certain song—"Guds Ord blev aldrig bundet" (God's
Word was never bound). It is given in the excellent
hymnbook used in the free churches and in the folk
school song book. The author, Grundtvig, starts out by
saying that darkness triumphed at Calvary in its su
preme victory, and Judas, the henchman of a false
church, aided the enemy in condemning Christ, the
light to an oblivious death, yet the Word was free. The
Word was f ree when death penetrated the root o f
his heart, his trust in God, and his blood stained the
cross. As sweetly and forcefully as ever the words
sounded from his mouth, over his blue lips came words
promising the fellow sufferer a place in paradise,
in spite of utter depravity.

Now he asks the socalled powers everywhere how
they can assume that they can bind the word which
conquered death and arose on Easter Morn, intact
of the Roman spear. You cannot bind the King''s word.
Your ropes of tough fibre will break like they did
o n S a m s o n .

He tells the Christians that they shall not fear
the woven lar ia ts made for the purpose of put t ing
thought, faith and word in a cell. God will protect
the freedom, which he has entrusted to man. What
he has said to give a humanity of despair hope will
never be void of force and expression.

We can join Paul as he stood before Satan's throne
in Rome declaring joyfully that God's Word was never
shackled and the bonds made for that purpose can
serve only as directives as to which course we shall
t a k e .

The people's choice of this song was, so I felt, an
expression of prayer, of thanks for what has happened
in history, of a belief that the militant might principle,
legal or illegal, cannot bind the Word. As I listened
t o t h e u n d e r t o n e s a n d r e a d b e t w e e n t h e l i n e s I
r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e p e o p l e w e r e i n t o u c h w i t h t h e
indomitable force of a universal sp i r i t which works
in freedom and which transforms human frai l ty into
the subs tance o f t he Word .

The church of Denmark is an enigma to many visi
tors. It is financially maintained by the state and
yet it is free of state control. The state cannot use
the church in the promotion of centralized power.
People who endeavor to form ecclesiastical power by
means of scriptural interpretations cannot control the
church, nor can the ones who try to alter the church
into moralism or intellectualism. Strong efforts have
been made to do away with the folk church and put
synods, each one flaunting its own brand of scripture
theology, in its stead. They failed. So many want
the church to be a plant of bustling activity handing
out credits to the workers, and others want it to be
a source of magical sensation. God is upholding it.

There were people who ardently hoped for ecumen
ical unity with the German Church but they were
impelled to see that the freedom within the Danish
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Church cannot marry the compulsion within the Ger
man. They cannot ignore what Grundtvig saw and
said in regard to God's word. They can be either
watchmen or betrayers. The hidden sacredness of the
church is universal and must be given to the world
but it cannot happen through a betrayal—for the sake
of security. These same people know that they must
be very vigilant in regard to what comes from the
west. They cannot submit to this or that churchly
organization, proclaiming the gospel according to its
specific brand of scripture interpretation.

Can anything good come from Lilleput Denmark?
Could anything good come to Rome from the can
tankerous Israelites? God's ways are not ours. He
will keep and perpetrate his regenerative Word which
has no less objective than that of baptizing humanity
into a realm of ultimate goodness.

D i s t r i c t V I I C o n v e n t i o n
K r o n b o r g , N e b r a s k a

Ninety delegates arid ten pastors met at Kronborg,
with the president of the district. Pastor Harris Jes-
persen, presiding. The treasurer's report showed in
come of $979.87 and expenditures of $658.25 with a
cash balance of $321.62 as the meeting opened. After
a discussion of the president's report, delegates from
some of the congregations told of the work in their
locations. (No details appeared in the minutes). Pas
tor Charles Terrell, reported on the Reading Circle,
recommended that a new Circle be started, since the
two-year period for the present one had expired. He
also reported on Young People's work, with the com
ment that the work had not been as successful as in
the past, and said that the leadership work-shop sched
uled at camp time had been canceled because- of a lack
of registrations. The Convention voted to have the
Y. P. convention in Nysted in November. Pastor Jes-
persen reported that the Junior Camp was a success,
with forty-three campers. It was decided to continue
the camping program, with Pastors Knudsen and
Jespersen to plan for the coming year. The District's
share of the Synod Budget ($6,770) was allocated by
representatives of the congregations, and the Con
vention decided to increase the conflrmed-members-
quota to the Lutheran Student Foundation at the Uni
versity of Nebraska in Lincoln from five to seven cents.
Articles of Incorporation for District Seven were
adopted and a revised and amended constitution of
the District was adopted. Nebraska Lutheran Social
Service was voted a gift of fifty dollars, and two Semi
nary Students from the district were voted gifts of one
hundred dollars each. It was further decided that "in
case the Nysted Folk School property should at some
future time become of no use or value to the District
. . . We deem it reasonable that the Nysted Congre
gation be given first chance to acquire the property
either as a gift or by purchase." Pastor Harris Jes
persen was elected president of the district for a two-
year te rm.

(The above report was editorially condensed from
the minutes. A report on lectures and sermons ap
peared in Nov. 5 LUTHERAN TIDINGS.)
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Epiphany
Epiphany fa l l s on the s ix th o f January. In the

Eng l i sh t rad i t i on i t i s a l so ca l l ed "Twe l f t h N igh t "
w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t i s t h e e n d o f t h e C h r i s t m a s
season. In the Danish tradition it is called the "Day
of the Three Holy Kings" which indicates that it
celebrates the story of the visit of the magi as told
in the second chapter of Matthew. For most people
Epiphany is only known by the fact that the church
year has al lowed for six "Sundays after Epiphany."
There is thus an "Epiphany season," but its significance
has la rge ly been los t . Th is is regre t tab le , fo r the
season, the very name, and the underlying significance
is much deserving of attention.

The name itself is strange to modern church peo
ple. It is a Greek name which means "appearance"
or "mani fes ta t ion . " I ts fi rs t par t i s the prepos i t ion
"epi" which has many uses, mostly in regard to time
and place, and means "at" or "upon," and its second
part is the verb "phaino" which means "appear" or
"sh ine. " (The combinat ion is not used very ex ten
sively in the New Testament, mostly in I and II Tim
othy and Titus, but the word "phaino" is used in many
places to mean "appearance" or "revelation.") The
use of the word as a name for a season of the church
year is therefore an emphasis upon the manifesta
tion of Jesus. His glory was made manifest to men,
in the adoration of the magi, in the appearance in the
temple, at the wedding of Cana, in the healing of the
leper, etc., as it is indicated in the selections of the
texts for the Epiphany season.

The glory of God was made manifest in Jesus, even
as the doxology was sung by the angels on the fields
o f B e t h l e h e m . I t w o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e n a t u r a l t o a s
sume that the emphasis of Epiphany is upon the di
vinity of our Savior. The adoration of the magi, the
visit of Jesus to the temple, the miracle of Cana, etc.,
all these features contain a strong element of divine
power or wisdom, and it would seem that we could
characterize Epiphany simply by saying that i t cal ls
attention to God's divine glory manifested among men.

If we dismissed Epiphany with this simple anal
ysis, we would miss the main significance of it, how
ever. It is not only a celebration of the divinity of
Jesus, and such a celebration would be an anticlima-
tic repetition of the Christmas message. (Perhaps that
is the reason Epiphany fades out for us.) No. Epi
phany is a celebration of the glory of God made mani
fest among men. Without sacrificing the emphasis
upon divinity it is therefore an emphasis upon the
humanity of Jesus. He was not only the Son of God;
h e w a s a l s o J e s u s o f N a z a r e t h .

This is an emphasis which we need to point out
today. A short generation ago we were battling for
the faith in the divine nature of Jesus, and I am
happy to bel ieve that that batt le has for the m_ost
part been won. This victory is exemplified in the
fac t tha t bo th the Wor ld Counc i l and the Nat iona l
Council of Churches require a confession of the di
vinity of Jesus as a condition for membership. But

we are now trending in the other direct ion. Stat ic
a l l y o r t hodox chu rches and rev i va l i s t i c sec t s a re
preaching the divinity of Jesus without sufficient con
s i d e r a t i o n o f h i s h u m a n n a t u r e . T h a t i s o n e r e a s o n
for the frenzy of our religious situation. A strong
emphasis upon the d iv ine power o f Chr is t w i thout
the required balance of emphasis upon his human na
ture makes for a "miracle" religion emancipated from
the everyday l i fe of people. Just as the one-sided
emphasis upon the humanity of. Jesus led to a ra
tionalistic "social gospel" a generation ago, so does
the one-sided emphasis upon the divinity of Jesus
lead to a fanatical or hierarchical exclusiveness today.
Epiphany should bring us back to our senses. It
emphasizes the glory of God made manifest among
m e n . J e s u s i s t h e W o r d o f G o d w h i c h b e c a m e fl e s h
and dwelt among us.

In this connection it is interesting to remember
that the very first theological battle in the history of
the church was a battle against an overemphasis upon
the divinity of Jesus which neglected his humanity.
The first heresy in the church was "docet ism" and
it was an overemphasis upon the divine Savior which
almost completely neglected his humanity. Jesus
was not a man among men; he was only apparently
man, he was an appearance which only seemed to
have flesh and blood. I t is a tr ibute to the sound
ness of the church that it unequivocally rejected this
emphasis as heresy, and we can learn a lesson from
it today.

The battle against docetism is quite evident in
the younger documents of the New Testament, and
it is both interesting and important that we have
these later testimonies. Take for instance, the so-
called Pastoral Epistles. Many people consider it a
tragic loss that modern scholarship maintains that
they were not widtten by Paul (although in his name)
but by Christian witnesses of the latter part of the
century. For me it is an enriching of our historical
testimony to have these documents (plus the Cath
olic Epistles, Hebrews, and Ephesians) from the sec
ond (or third) generation of Christ ians with al l their
problems and answers. Many significant insights are
thus given to us.

Among these important insights is the emphasis
upon Epiphany which we find as mentioned above,
in the Pastoi'al Epistles, i. e. in I and II Timothy and
Titus, and v/hich is aimed against docetism. Take
for inst. II Timothy 4:1: "I charge you in the presence
of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by his appearing ("Epiphany") and
his kingdom . . . ." (It must be noted, however, that
the author of the Pastoral Epistles also uses the word
"epiphany" to indicate the coming appearance of the
Lord.) Especially, however, do we find the word used
in I Timothy 3:16 (although we here have only the
word "phaino" and not "epiphaino") in one of the
most powerful and significant confessions of faith
from the church of the New Testament. It is given in

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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E S P E C I A L L Y O F O U R A . E . L . Y . F .

E d i t o r : T h o r v a l d H a n s e n , 2 2 S o u t h 1 3 t h S t r e e t ,
E s t h e r v i l l e , I o w a

Filmstrips Available
The AELYF conven t ion a t Ty le r au tho r i zed the

purchase of seven new sound fi lmstr ips. This pur
chase has now been made and these seven filmstrips,
in addition to the four previously purchased, are now
available to all societies desiring to use them.

The sound for each str ip (except "Rumor Cl in ic"
which has no sound) is on 78 r.p.m. records. Any
society that can beg, borrow, (no we won't say steal)
or somehow get a projector and a record player would
do we l l to make use o f these fine fi lmst r ips . The
only cost to the local society is the payment of the
return postage for the filmstrips and the records.

Requests for the use of the strips should be made
as far in advance as possible. Send your requests to:

Miss June Westergaard,
2 9 2 1 N . 5 6 S t r e e t
O m a h a 4 , N e b r a s k a .

It might be well, in--sending your requests, to send
June an alternate date so that if the strip you want
is in use on the date you would like to have it she
can send it to you on the alternate date.

The filmstrips now available are the following:
(asterisk (*) indicates the strip is one of the seven new
ones).

T h e A c c u s e d — C h r i s t i a n Yo u t h a r e a c c u s e d o f f a i l
ing to live their Christian faith. Youth defends it
self by telling what Christian youth can do and is do
ing.

And With This Ring—This concerns the problems
of Protestant-Cathol ic marr iages. This film can pro
vide the basis for a very good discussion of mixed
marriages. (Ed. note: Ladies' Aids and other adult
groups will also be greatly interested in this filmstrip.)

A C h r i s t i a n a n d H i s Vo c a t i o n —
Rumor Cl inic—Shows, in a most interest ing way,

how rumors spread. You'll have fun with this one—
and learn something besides.
* We Have This Fellowship—A strip that points up
the importance of the youth fellowship in effecting
changed lives.
* The Faith of a Guy—This is the story of how one

boy learned about faith from another.
* Gallery of Witnesses—Pictures several young peo
ple in differing situations, confronted by various
choices, and living their lives according to various
s t a n d a r d s .
* I Found a New World—The story of Ed. Farlow,
storywriter for a well-known magazine. He is given
the job of traveling through most of the countries

of the world, and while traveling through "out-of-the-
way" mission compounds, he discovers a new world.
* The Measure of a Man—The story of Jerry, a high
s c h o o l l e t t e r - m a n . H e a t t e n d s t h e c l i n i c o f t h e D o c
tors Far-Sight, In-Sight and True-Sight, who have
machines for measuring the actual size of an individual.
H e d i s c o v e r s h i s t r u e s t a t u r e a n d w o r k s t o b u i l d h i m
self to the size of a real Christ ian cit izen.
* How Wide is Our Circle—The story of young peo

ple in a rural church who had good times together but
who felt dissatisfied, as if there were something still
lacking.
* Big Enough to Tackle—This tells the story of how
the young people and their adult advisors in one com
munity came to see more completely the needs of
youth and of the church youth program in their town.

A W o r d A b o u t Y U L E
D e a r F r i e n d s o f A E L Y F :

It is too early to report the final results of the 1953
sale of YULE, but I can say that it is the biggest year
yet. We were not fully prepared to meet such a large
demand. In the next issue I hope to have a complete
report for you.

Meanwhile, this is to remind you to send your
YULE money to me before February first, if you wish
to keep the discount which you have earned.

Best wishes for a Happy and Good New Year for
A E L Y F .

Gerda Duus, Business Manager.

Quotes From New Books
"Suppose a man were traveling a dirt road by

car to see his dying mother; he would naturally pray
for dry weather. Suppose some farmers in a nearby
church were praying for rain. What could God do?
It would be a chaotic world if men's prayers could
change God's immutable laws. Prayer does not move
the arm of God; rather it enables the arm of God to
move us . Prayer ' s g rea tes t resu l t s a re no t in the
realm of nature, but in the realm of human nature."

G a s t o n F o o t e i n
L I V I N G I N F O U R D I M E N S I O N S
(Fleming H. Revell Company)

"Take up your cross, then, both daily and believ-
ingly. And all the time be sure to exercise your
imagination on your cross. For one thing, imagine
yourself in your offensive neighbor's place. Put your
self inside the mind and inside the heart and inside
the history and inside al l the c i rcumstances of the
man who is such a cross to you. For, depend on it,
we are all as great crosses to other people as they are
to us. He is a hopeless fool who goes on all his life
thinking and saying and praying that he is the only
injured man and the only insulted man and the only
despised man and the only cross-bearing man in all
the community."

THE TREASURY OF ALEXANDER WHYTE
(Fleming H. Revell Company).
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Our Women's Work
E d i t o r

Mrs. Ellen Knudsen, 907 Morion St.. Dee Molnee 16. Iowa
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A Suggestion
In Askov we do not have a special W. M. S. group

and the W. M. work is carried on by our Ladies' Aid.
At a recent meeting, after we had completed our

yearly collection for W. M., a discussion came upwhether the gift should be-earmarked for Home Mis
sion or "for the General Fund."

This led to further discussion of the W. M. work.
As comparatively few of our women have the op

portunity to attend our synod convention and there
help decide about the W. M. work for the coming
year, and as we all know that the time for discussion
is always so very limited, the possibility was sug
gested of having a tentative budget or plan prepared
by the board and sent to the various groups and Aids
before the convention.

This would enable the delegates to know what
projects their group would be interested in supporting.
It could also create more interest in the work.

We would like to know the opinion of other groups
concerning this suggestion.

Danish Ladies' Aid of Askov.

The Mission Of American Church
Women Today

Women's mission work has often been ridiculed
in literature and elsewhere. The picture is familiar.
Club women sewing little garments for naked African
children, and refusing on the way home to sit beside
a colored man in the streetcar. These same wonien
listening dewy-eyed to a lecturer tell of the staving
multitudes of India, and then contributing a dollar at
the "silver tea"—and eating a great many unnecessary
calories as a reward for their generosity. The obvious
hypocrisy of so much mission spirit has revolted many
serious-minded women and kept them from joining
in the work.

Yet, I believe that we, as American church women,
have a tremendous mission to perform. But perhaps
we need to re-think the whole idea of missions. It is
no longer enough to contribute a few dollars to heathen
lands, or sew a few garments for poor natives. In
deed, the door to that type of mission work may soon
be closed we were told recently. Nor is it enough to
contribute a robe to a new pastor, or drapes to a col
lege dormitory. These things must be done, but our
mission extends far beyond this. Perhaps we need to
explore the whole nature of it.

Our first mission will, of course, be in our homes.
And let no one minimize the importance of this. It
is all too common to say that someone is "only a
housewife." To set the "climate" of a home, to in
fluence a child in those first,' important years takes
skill and devotion. Many great men attribute their
success to the early influence of their mothers. In

a Norwegian song we sing that a single home often
saves a land by sending out a son to defend it.

As church women, our next duty must obviously
be to our church. All our work will be for God and
His Kingdom, and in the church we will derive the
necessary strength and inspiration to carry on. In
the organizations and activities of our churches we
will find many things that need us. We may teach
Sunday School, sing in the choir, belong to the various
groups, contribute our work and money.

These things are obvious. But our mission as
church women extends beyond this to our communi
ties, too, for our homes and churches cannot thrive
in sick communities. We must be interested in the
schools, necessarily, in good recreation facilities for
our young people, in progressive civic enterprises, good
local governments and everything that will make our
communities good places in which to live.

Our mission extends even beyond this, to our na
tion. Long ago we were given the privilege of voting,
and there are women, even in civilized countries, who
are still struggling for this right today. Yet many
of us do not bother to vote, and most of us do not
take the trouble to keep informed, about the issues,
but vote only as our fathers or husbands do—or for
the most attractive candidate! What mother hasn't
looked at her little son and shuddered at the prospect
of a future, terrible war in which he might be en
gaged? Yet, how many know what the United States'
proposal is on disarmament in the United Nations?

And since the world is growing ever smaller, our
mission as American church women extends even to
the whole of it. It is said so often these days that
what happens in a remote corner of the world today
will be felt by us tomorrow. A border conflict be
tween Israel and Arabia, a prime minister deposed in
Iran, may be the event that in its outcome sends our
sons' into battle. More than that, we have a moral
responsibility toward all the poor people of the world.We can no Ipnger feast while two-thirds of the world
are hungry." We can no longer preach the brother
hood of man and see it denied to Africans. The
peoples of the underdeveloped countries, to whom we
have sent our missionaries for generations, are ask
ing now if we mean what we preach; that all menare equal before God. The awakening masses of India,
China, Africa look; to America to lead the way, for
they have heard of our revolution, our Jefferson,
the preamble to our Constitution—that "all men are
created equal," and have "certain inalienable rights."

We have a double duty then, as Americans and as
church women, to be concerned about these things.
We must realize our great mission in the world. We
must be awake, informed, and concerned.

To further this end I proposed at our church con
vention that we conduct a Women's Mission Retreat
at Danebod. I promised that I would work very hard

(Continued on Page 15)
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spo„sii,i,ity as „e encourage our young people to at-

1 A Call to I tend Grand View College. We shall be helping tot _ • . • ■ . i i n c r e a s e t h e s u p p l y o f t h e p o t e n t i a l l e a d e r s o f t o -Christian Stewardship j
Grand View College And Home Missions
For the Stewardship Committee to suggest that

it might be worthwhile for all of the members of
our congregations to try to relate the work of the
College to Home Missions, is quite a challenging
thought. Such a suggestion or proposal brings into
focus the importance of maintaining a close connec
tion between Grand View College and all of the con
gregations of the American Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Indeed, the churches have a greater stake
in Grand View College for the accomplishment of
an effective ministry of their respective missions than
commonly is recognized. As has been stated so well:
"The missionary vocation includes a manifold number
of essential services by means of which Christ works
through His Church and the Church works out its
obligation to its Head." Among these many services,
carried on through our various agencies and insti
tutions, Grand View College is identified with the
life of the congregations in a most unique manner.
It is the center of learning, life and fellowship on
a Christian college campus for the youth of our
c h u r c h e s .

Each congregation has a strategic opportunity to
strengthen its own congregational program by en
couraging and helping young people to attend Grand
View College. Missions to America, whether we think
in terms of new Home Missions or the ministry of
old and established congregations, need young people
that are trained for Christian responsibility and serv
ice to the Church. This is not the sole purpose of
the Christian college, but it is one function which we
gladly would extend. Nothing would give us greater
joy than to be able to send back into the congrega
tions a greater number of students whose lives have
been enriched and directed toward voluntary par
ticipation in the life of their respective home con
gregations. Perhaps the tide is turning. Many thought
ful adults and parents are giving serious considera
tion to the need of Christian Higher Education and
the need for the small college where the contacts be
tween teachers and students are very close, and where
advance in faith, learning and living go hand in hand.
Educational leaders are frank to admit that: "In the
twentieth century college with a much larger enroll
ment, the ideal of the collegiate way of living tended
to break down, as it does in any college with more
than three or four hundred students."

As you try to relate Home Missions and Grand
View College to each other, ask yourself these ques
tions: How essential is the College to the welfare
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church? Does
the College do its job well? What loss to the people
the youth of the congregations, the Church-at-large
would there be if the College did not exist?

members, parents, and congregations, shallbe fulfilling an important part of our stewardship re-

m o r r o w .

E . D . N .

District IX Convention
Enumclaw, Washingion

It was a good meeting altogether, with about 100
people sharing in a Christian fellowship during Sun
day. The meeting did not evolve around any specific
theme; but somehow it all pointed in the same direc
tion—the need for lay participation in the work of
the church, specifically, lay evangelism.

Pastor John Pedersen during morning devotions
spoke on the scripture: "Lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world"—applying it to going
forward in the Christian Church "not by promotion,
but by the Spirit, and determination."

Saturday afternoon. Dr. Alfred Jensen spoke tous over the words: "We are God's house of living-
stones," saying that those he spoke to here were the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church, that we were
the Synod. "Does it mean anything to you?" he asked.
"You are part of all its activities; behind it is the
living Christian Church."

In the evening.the Women's Mission Society had
the church for a meeting, enriched by a film brought
by Dr. Jensen, "Healing in the Holy Land." As this
good meeting has already been covered in Lutheran
Tidings by the District representative, Mrs. Fred Mad-
sen, I will give no more details here.

The message at the Sunday services, given by the
Rev. Harold Olsen on the text of the day, had as its
theme: "Christian Schizophrenia." Christianity is sick!
It cannot decide whether it wants to work for the
Lord God or for mammon; one of the remedies would
be more consecrated Christian workers in congrega
tions and community, he said.

Sunday afternoon we heard a talk by Pastor Hol-
ger Andersen about "Lay Evangelism." He pointedout that the first followers of Christ, the Apostles were
laymen, spreading the word of God by faith, but faithhe said, can never be imparted to others by a new
technique. Evangelism is not a membership drive; butit is still-born without individual and united prayer.
Dr. Jensen presented a second Lutheran World Action
movm: "Fruit of the Living Word." It was deeply
moving and should be a good help in any place toreach the quota allotted in the Church's work of mercy.

Later in the afternoon we had a very fruitful "Lay
men's Discussion Hour." It was led by Mr. Harold
Herman, Council of Churches and Christian Educa
tion, Seattle. Grievances of all sorts from both sides
(congregation and pastor) were aired and much good
came of this frank discussion.

In the evening Dr. Jens C. Kjaer spoke from the
third chapter of John on "Jesus and Nicodemus " Dr
Kjaer developed that "to hear God requires a per
sonality that shrinks back from evil. We must humbly
accept the shame of the past, and so be reborn. Godcan change a life. And He does—you are reborn. The
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The Board of Trustees met at Eben-Ezer October
9th to 11th, 1953. All members except one were pres
ent, including two new members, the Rev. Emery
Petersen, Aurora, Colorado, and Mr. Walter Hartvig,
Brush, Colorado.

The visiting pastors shared the pulpit at morning
and evening devotions at All Saints' Church. Pastor
Thorvald Hansen gave the confessional sermon Satur
day night and Pastor Holger Jorgensen preached the
sermon at the Communion Service the following morn
ing. The closing meeting on Sunday afternoon was ad
dressed by Dr. Alfred Jensen.

During the business sessions Friday and Saturday
several important decisions were taken on problems
that had first been dealt with by three committees:

need is not in more organizations but in the re-birth
o f t h e h e a r t . "

The ladies of the Enumclaw congregation did them
selves proud serving as hostesses for the convention.
The food was fine, ample and well-served. Two coffee
breaks, one Saturday afternoon, admiring the scenic
beauty of Green River Gorge, and another Sunday
afternoon in the parsonage garden, did much to take
the edge off the rush, and to relax the mind and body,
and avoiding having excess time on our hands.

We are thankful for the good spirit that governed
the whole meeting and wish the blessings of the Lord
upon the work of pastors and congregations in the
year to come.

Pastor Svend Holm, Convention Sec.

The following decisions were taken by the con
v e n t i o n :

1. Allocations of the Synod Budget as follows:
S e a t t l e $ 1 0 8 0
T a c o m a 2 2 5
E n u m c l a w 4 1 5
J u n c t i o n C i t y 5 5 0
W i l b W 2 0 0

T o t a l $ 2 4 6 7
2. Congregations were urged to adopt a home mission

policy in harmony with the Synod's objectives.
3. The Convention officially favored the use of the

Revised Standard Version of the Bible in teaching
and preaching activities.

4. Congregations involved must incur the travel ex
penses of the District President on special occa
s i o n s .

5. The Sunday offering was placed in the District
Treasury.

6 . A r e s o l u t i o n o f t h a n k s t o P a s t o r a n d M r s . C . S .
Hasle for many years service prior to their re
tirement was passed.

7. A resolution of gratitude and sympathy was sent
to the widow of Pastor Carl C. Rasmussen, former
pastor of Seattle church.

Ways and Means Committee, Hospital Committee, and
C o m m i t t e e f o r H o m e a n d D i a c o n a t e .

In view of the high cost of managing a general
hospital at the present time and because of new hos
pitals being built in the district, the Hospital Com
mittee recommended to lease the management of the
hospital to the local community. This was first dis
cussed at an informal meeting with the doctors and
representatives of the community, who were unani
mous in praising the fine service rendered by the
hospital. The community was given three months for
planning and final decision.

The Committee for Ways and Means gave recom
mendat ions for cont inual improvement of the Home
for the Aged—which has suffered somewhat from the
increased cost of the hospital. As a saving measure
it was decided to convert the boilers from coal to gas,
which is now available right at the entrance of the
institution. Since it was felt proper to extend the
above ment ioned offer to the communi ty regard ing
the hospital—which they have supported from time
to t ime—i t was fu r ther dec ided: In case the town
accept the management of the hospital, we recom
mend that a 1954 Jubilee Drive commemorating the
50th anniversary of Eben-Ezer be inaugurated among
the Lutherans in the State of Colorado for the pur
pose of erecting the Madsen Memorial Building to care
for the aged chronically ill of our state. (Plans for the
building were prepared and foundation laid some years
ago.)

Ano ther reso lu t ion concerned the Jub i lee ce le
brations, for which the second Sunday of October,
1954, was set aside. It was resolved that an appeal be
made to all congregations in both synods for a special
50th anniversary Eben-Ezer offering on the 13th Sun
day after Trinity in 1954 and that this offering go
to the Madsen Memorial Building; that envelopes with
information be prepared and distributed to all con
gregations. Other resolutions were passed regarding
social security for workers not otherwise provided
for; and that Eben-Ezer-in-the-Pines, Evergreen, be
made available for any home mission of National Chris
tian Council groups, if it does not interfere with the
usual summer program.

T h e C o m m i t t e e f o r H o m e a n d D i a c o n a t e r e c o m
mended cooperation with the Lutheran Service So
ciety regarding admission of guests and introduction
of Occupational Therapy for aged and chronic ill. It
was decided to continue cooperation with the deaconess
institutions of other Lutheran Synods, especially in
training programs. Appreciation was expressed for
the successful arrangement for the Lutheran Deaconess
Conference to which the Eben-Ezer Missionary So
ciety contributed substantially.

The officers of the board for the coming year were
elected as follows: Dr. H. C. Jersild, President; Pastor
Holger Strandskov, Vice President; Sister Sigrid was
re-elected Directing Sister with Sister Catherine to
act for her during her absence.

The executive committee members were re-elected.
Dr. Alfred Jensen, the out-going President, was given
a hearty vote of thanks for his service.

V. E. Bagger.
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C. p. H0jbjerg, A Great Teacher
W h e n t h e s o u l o f m a n w a s s t i r r e d

B y a b r e a t h d i v i n e , t h e w o r d
W a s i n h e a r t o f m a n c r e a t e d :

T h i s o n e a r t h i n a u g u r a t e d
H u m a n l i f e a n d h i s t o r y .

It was about December 1, 1908, that my fatlier en
rolled me at the Nysted, Nebraska, Folk School of
which C. P. H0jbjerg was the leader. When, the
school opened there were 50-60 young men present.
I count these three months about the richest of my
life. There were several reasons for this. Among
them were the comradeship, a devoted faculty, and
most of all the inspiring leadership of Rev. and Mrs.
H0 jb je rg .

I was nineteen years of age, and my formal edu
cation did not extend beyond the eighth grade. I
know there was not a high school graduate in the
g r o u p . We w e r e u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d a n d u n t r o u b l e d .
But o f the young men who a t tended tha t te rm o f
school, I am certain that none will ever forget C. P.
H0 jb je rg .

His daily lecture was the high tide of the day.
I still have a vivid mental picture of him as he stood
there be fore us . I t d id no t make much d i f fe rence
what the subject was: we listened. He spoke about
A. Lincoln, Florence Nightingale, Gladstone and Helen
Keller. Many of the ideas we did not comprehend,
but we saw before us a personality that was living
a n d w a r m .

To this day, forty-five years later, I can still see
him when he sang the great songs of Bj0rnson and
Grundtvig. I can hear his voice as he read "En Glad
Gut." I can see his face as he led us in morning
and evening devotions.

There was much about him that we young fellows
did not understand, but he understood us. We were
often noisy as all healthy young people are noisy,
but he did not seem to mind. One evening a bunch
of fellows got into a fracas in one of the student rooms.
It sounded as if the walls of Jericho came tumbling
down. I went to my window to look in the general
direction of the noise. There, outside in the cold,
stood H0jbjerg, looking and wondering what was
happening. He stood there till the youthful energy
was spent, and then went back to his dear bookk

From coast to coast in our congregations I have
met men and women who have been his students.
Hundreds of them will bless his name as long as
they live. I doubt very much that any single person
in our church has inspired so many young people as
did Carl Peter Hpjbjerg.

I am told that his ashes are to be buried on the
Nebraska prairies. I am happy to hear that. He was
always an American, and on the prairies, I think, he
spent his best years. I can hear his rich voice saying:

"When at last, O church bell, thou art tolling
O'er my grave as loved ones weep and sigh,
Say to them, their troubled hearts consoling:
He is resting with the Lord on high!"

Al f red C. Nielsen.

Carl Peter H0jbjerg
It is comparatively easy to write about a man who

has been the object of my observation or one who is
three paces apart from me, but it is difficult to say
anything about a friend with whom one has com
muned. This applies to H0jbjerg, and I know that I
cannot write his biography. I can only point out a
phase of his life, which was discernible.

H0jbjerg was the man of passion, the very oppositeof a stoic who has acquired a poker player composure.
I remember vividly how he boiled on finding out that
the venomous Zion Protocols were circling in the
community and how he could not speak at weddings
and funerals without trying to awaken people as to
Nazism—and that was years before thirty-nine. He
could not be just a job holder, for he was passion
ately integrated in the work entrusted to him. In his
teaching he was much more the prophetic believer than
he was. the academical scholar. Speaking for months
about Lincoln he gave his students an impression of a
soul to soul contact much more than he gave a blueprint
of Lincoln and his times. It was with intense feel
ing he brought Grundtvig, Luther, Kold, etc., close
to the listeners, and when he took up the border prob
lems of past and current history, his innate sense of
Justice and indignation would break through. I have
several times heard him preach as one who is grop
ing and seeking, but generally it was warmhearted
testimony he gave.

Much of his energy was spent on the war path,
spiritually speaking, and to him the struggle was not
a sport ending up with a comradic coffee party. He
was in dead earnest about it. He honed the weapons
and cleaned them. It was hard for him to forgive
people who in his mind did not use clean weapons.

H0jbjerg was the subjective protestant. Although
he was so devotedly a disciple of Grundtvig, he could
never leave Kirkegaard on the book shelf. When his
son died he stayed behind closed doors for a long
time, for the faith of the church had to be either re
jected or become substance in his soul. He was
rooted in the entire concept of the historical church
but subjectivism challenged him more and more. Is
the faith of the church true more than to the extent
it has become active reality in my life? That was the
question. It can perhaps be said that when the church
he served moved toward institutionalism he went in
the other direction.

To him, freedom was more than a principle in or
ganized society, enacted into law; it was a personal
life, a value worth more than existence; and when
ever freedom was deleted out of deference to security,
he was up in arms. I remember him say when Harrow
and Bryan were contestants in the Scopes trial that
he was at heart on Bryan's side, but decidedly against
him when he tried to curb the freedom of the teacher.

H0jbjerg was the Danish Missionary in U. S. "The
Light from the North" had made him responsible andhe refused to see the necessity of obscuring the light.

Aage Moller.
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Was Grundtvig The Founder
Of A Sect?

V a l d e m a r S . J e n s e n

The Augsburg Publishing House in Minneapolis
sends out Book News Letters telling of new books.
In the October issue of 1953 is found an announce
ment about Hal Koch's book on Grundtvig, translated
by Llewelyn Jones. The announcement is by Law
rence N. Field, who probably is a Dane or of Danish
extraction, since he designates himself as being of
Grundtvig's religious and language background. And
he designates Grundtvig as Professor, although Grundt
vig never taught except in a boys' school in his younger
days. Mr. Field further designates Grundtvig as lin
guist, clergyman, philosopher, philologist, polemicist,
reformer, public speaker, poet, historian, and founder
of a Lutheran sect. ' Some of these characterizations
show that Mr. Field has some knowledge of Grundtvig.

But was Grundtvig the founder of a Lutheran sect?
The common connotation of the word "sect" is a re
ligious organization, the members of which have sepa
rated from some other religious body. Neither Grundt
vig nor his followers ever separated from the Luth
eran Church, nor did they ever form any separate
religious organizations.

But perhaps Mr. Field intends to say that Grundt
vig in his thinking and teaching deviated from Luther's
teaching. Let us take a look at what Grundtvig says
about Luther, Lutheranism and the Lutheran Re
formation, and see if Grundtvig can have been the
founder of a Lutheran sect, or if he in his thinking
and teaching departed from Luther.

In 1830, Grundtvig, being then forty-seven years
old, wrote a book with the title: "Shall the Lutheran
Reformation Really be Continued?"^ And in the
book, he answers this question in the affirmative.
The answer to the question posed in the title does not
indicate that he is going to depart from Luther; but
what does he say in the book about Luther and the
L u t h e r a n R e f o r m a t i o n ? H e r e w i t h a f e w e x c e r p t s :

" I n t h e L u t h e r a n R e f o r m a t i o n I fi n d t h i s
fundamental principle followed, that what es
sentially constitutes the Christian Faith^—
fellowship must under all circumstances be
preserved unchanged."

"But it is just as certain that the Christian
Church must beg to be rid of every so-called
reformer who does not want to reform in the

1 "N. F. S. Grundtvig's Udvalgte Skrifter" ved Holger Begstrup,
V, p g 2 7 8

2 When Grundtvig speaks of the Christ ian Faith he specifical ly
m e a n s t h a t F a i t h i n t o w h i c h a l l L u t h e r a n s h a v e b e e n , a n d a r e b e i n g ,
baptized: namely, the Apostolic Confession.

fundamental ly Chr ist ian Spir i t of Mart in
Luther.'' (Pg. 282)

"In my eyes Luther was- a matchless Church
Reformer, for he found that what the Church
lacked was not in any way a new Faith, or
anything new of any kind whatever, but rather
that it lacked Life and Light in and upon the
old ancient Faith and institution " (Pg. 285)

"Whatever some people may please to des
ignate as Reformation, the word does, never
theless, in the Latin language from which it
has been borrowed, mean a renewing, or a re
generation of the original. . . . Martin Luther
and his first disciples used the word in this
sense; and therefore the Lutheran Reformation
can in the history of Church or State never
come to mean anything else than the Lutheran
attempt to restore the Christian Church in all
respects to its original condit ion." (Pg. 296)

" L u t h e r ' s C a t e c h i s m i s t h e m o s t v a l i d t e s t i

mony to the fact that he himself adhered to the
C h r i s t i a n F a i t h , a n d t h a t h e w a n t e d t h e
Church to adhere to that Faith undeviatingly."
(Pg. 318)

"From this standpoint, we are to view the
Lutheran Reformat ion in the re la t ionship of
t h e C h u r c h t o t h e s c h o o l . I t i s t h a t t h e B i b l e
was opened anew to the whole congregation
for enlightenment in the unchangeable Chris
tian Faith, and as a defense against fables,
dreams and l ies about the or ig ina l h is tor ic
Christ ianity." (Pg. 325)

Utterances like the above showing that Grundt
vig adored Luther and least of all wanted to deviate
from him, can be multiplied; but let these suffice.

Or, since the above citations were written in 1830,
and Grundtvig l ived unt i l 1872, did he in this later
part of his life depart from Luther in his thinking or
teaching?

In 1857 a meeting of representatives from the Scan
dinavian Churches was held in Copenhagen. When
Grundtvig was asked to address the meeting he said,
among other things: "First of all I must say: Would
that he stood here al ive before me, the old Mart in
Luther, that man of God as few or none (have been)
from the days of the apostles till now! Would that
he stood here, that truthful witness to the Light and
the Life in Jesus Christ! Would that he stood here;
for the remembrance of him can hardly have been of
greater comfort—is hardly more precious to anyone

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )
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T h e g r o w i n g - u n r e s t a n d r e v o l t
i n m a n y p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d c a n h a v e
g r a v e c o n s e q u e n c e s o n t h e i m m e d i a t e
e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f m i s s i o n w o r k i n f o r
e i g n fi e l d s . O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o
o u r S y n o d i s t h e s i t u a t i o n i n I n d i a
w h e r e t h e b u l k o f o u r m i s s i o n a r y e f f o r t
i s e x p e n d e d . I n t h e n e x t i s s u e o f
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S w e p l a n t o c a n - y
a n a r t i c l e b y H a r o l d R i b e r, w h o s h o u l d
h a v e s o m e e n l i g h t e n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f o r
u s b a s e d o n h i s s e v e r a l y e a r s w o r k i n
S a n t a l i s t a n . M e a n w h i l e , m a n y o f u s
w a t c h a l m o s t w i t h b a t e d b r e a t h t h e

deve lopmen ts i n t hose a reas whe re na
t i v e c o n t r o l o f p o l i t i c s h a s s u p p l a n t e d
foreign, white dominance. __India's Home
M i n i s t e r , D r . K a i l a s h N a t h K a t j u , l a s t
y e a r i n s i s t e d t h a t f o r e i g n m i s s i o n a r i e s
c o n fi n e t h e i r w o r k t o " u p l i f t " , a n d t o
leave evangelism tq_the local popula
t i o n . T h i s s t a t e m e n t s e e m e d t o e n -

i d a n g e r t h e f u t u r e o f n o t o n l y o u r m i s
s ion , bu t , by p recedent , m iss ions every
w h e r e . M o r e r e c e n t l y D r . K a t j u h a s
b e e n m o r e r e a s s u r i n g s a y i n g t h a t t h e
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f m i s s i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s
w o u l d b e l e f t a l o n e . W l i i l e D r . K a t j u ' s
s t a t e m e n t s d o n o t p e r t a i n t o a l l o f
t h e a r e a k n o w n a s " I n d i a " , t h e y d o
c o n s t i t u t e , p r o b a b l y , s o m e t h i n g o f a
n o r m . I n t h e L U T H E R A N S T A N D A R D
w e r e a d t h a t E . S t a n l e y J o n e s s a y s
t h e N e h r u g o v e r n m e n t i s n o t a n t i -
m i s s i o n m i n d e d , b u t t h a t i t o b j e c t s t o
m i s s i o n a r i e s g o i n g o u t s i d e t h e i r fi e l d s
to i n te r f e re i n l oca l po l i t i c s , and t o t he
p r a c t i c e o f " b r i b i n g " l o w c a s t e n a t i v e s
i n t o C h r i s t i a n i t y . T h e s e s e e m t o b e
s e n s i b l e o b j e c t i o n s . W e d o n o t n e e d
t o h a v e f e a r f o r t h e l o n g - r a n g e p r o
g r a m o f f o r e i g n m i s s i o n w o r k , i n t h e
l i g h t o f c e n t u r i e s . T h e E p i p h a n y s p i r i t
w i U o u t l i v e c o n t e m p o r a r y f r u s t r a t i o n s .
But we can at least have ins ight enough
t o s e e w h e r e t h e f r u s t r a t i o n s a r e o u r
o w n d o i n g a n d b e u n b e n d i n g e n o u g h t o
a d m i t o u r f a u l t s .

R e c o r d s k e p t b y t h e Tu s k e g e e I n s t i
t u te show the d i sappearance o f l ynch ing
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h i s i s a n i m
p o r t a n t s t e p a l o n g t h e r o a d o f c i v i l i z a
t i o n . F i f t y y e a r s a g o , t h r e e o r f o u r
o c c u r r e d e v e r y w e e k . L a s t y e a r t h e r e
w a s n o t o n e c a s e o f a l y n c h i n g i n o u r
n a t i o n , n o r w a s t h e r e a n y t h e y e a r b e
fore. There were three attempts last
year (only one of them in the South)
b u t n o n e w a s c a r r i e d o f f . U n t i l t h i s
year, the Institute has used the num
ber o f lynch ings as a barometer for
m e a s u r i n g t h e s t a t e o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s .
T h e r e a r e s t i U s e r i o u s d i f fi c u l t i e s b e
tween races he re and the re , and o

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

OPIN ION
A N D

C O M M E N T
n o w a n e w m e a s u r e m e n t o f p r o g r e s s
w U I b e n e e d e d . ' I t i s s a d i n d e e d t h a t
some of the worst race prejudice occurs ^
at eleven o'clock every Sunday morning.

We found the article "Was Grundtvig
t h e F o u n d e r o f a S e c t ? " o n e o f t h e
m o s t m t e r e s t i n g p i e c e s o n N F S G w e
h a v e r e a d . I t s h o u l d b e o f s p e c i a l
i n t e r e s t t o m a n y n e w c o m e r s t o o u r
S y n o d , w h o h e a r t h e n a m e G r u n d t v i g
f r e q u e n t l y v e n e r a t e d w i t h a l m o s t a p o s
t o l i c r e v e r e n c e , a n d w h o a r e p e r h a p s
c o n f u s e d a s t o t h e p l a c e o f t h i s i m
p o r t a n t t h i n k e r i n L u t h e r a n i s m .

The l ine drawing accompanying the
f e a t u r e " N o G r e a t e r L o v e " i n t h e
C h r i s t m a s i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N T I D
INGS was used through the courtesy
of _ "The American Weekly" magazine.

T h e o p e n d i s c u s s i o n o n t h e f u t u r e o f
t h e S e m i n a r y s h o u l d a t t r a c t m a n y t o
D e s M o i n e s . W e k n o w o f s e v e r a l p a s
t o r s w h o i n t e n d t o b e p r e s e n t . I t w i l l
b e u n f o r t u n a t e , h o w e v e r , i f o n l y p a s
t o r s a t t e n d . T h e S c h o o l B o a r d i s v e r y
anx ious to know the tenor o f the Synod
o n t h i s i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s o t h a t i t c a n
make p l ans and recommenda t i ons wh i ch
w i l l b e a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e C o n v e n t i o n
i n A u g u s t . ( B y t h e w a y , w e a r e b e
coming inc reas ing ly cu r ious as to where
t h e C o n v e n t i o n w i l l b e h e l d ! )

T h e f a m o u s e v a n g e l i s t , D w i g h t L .
M o o d y , w h e n c r i t i c i z e d f o r h i s r a t h e r
fl a m b o y a n t t e n d e n c i e s , h a d a d e v a s t a t
i n g a n s w e r : A t l e a s t , I l i k e m y w a y
o f d o i n g i t b e t t e r t h a n y o u r w a y o f
n o t d o i n g i t .

I n T l i i s I s s u e

P e d e r K a s m u s s e n , f o r m e r f o l k - s c h o o l
director and at present pastor in Dalum,
C a n a d a .

U . N o r r i s W i l s o n , A s s o c i a t e M i n i s t e r
a n d E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e M i s
s i o n s C o u n c i l o f t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l
C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h e s .

P a s t o r H o l g e r N i e l s e n , V i c e P r e s i
dent-Secretary of the Synod, and pas
tor in Cedar Fpl ls , Iowa. (We asked
P a s t o r N i e l s e n f o r a N e w Ye a r G r e e t
ing to the Synod from the Board; he
sent us histead the communion address,
for which we are vei-y grateful.)

Dr. Ernest Nielsen, (also E. D. N.)
President of Grand View College.

P a s t o r A a g e M o l l e r , f o n n e r m i n i s t e r
in Solvang, California, now retired, who
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r e t u r n e d r e c e n t l y f r o m a v i s i t t o
Europe.

Dr. Joha imes Knudsen, Dean o f Grand
V i e w S e m i n a r y .

N a n n a M o r t e n s e n , w i f e o f P a s t o r
Enok Mortensen, Tyler, Minnesota.

P a s t o r V i c t o r E . B a g g e r i s a f o r m e r
m iss ionary to Ind ia , and a t p resen t
s e r v e s a s s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f E b e n - E z e r.

Pastor Svend Holm, Secretary of the
Convent ion of Dist r ic t IX and pastor
i n E n u m c l a w, W a s h i n g t o n .

P r o f . A l f r e d C . N i e l s e n , D e a n o f
G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e .

P a s t o r V. S . J e n s e n , O r d a i n e r o f t h e
Synod, fo rmer pas to r and teacher in the
S e m i n a r y , a n d n o w r e t i r e d .

Solvang Lutheran Home
M E M O R I A L G I F T S

I n m e m o r y o f M i s s G u d r u n
J o r g e n s e n , M r . a n d M r s .
K n u d A n d e r s e n $ 3 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f H . C . H a n s e n ,
Mar ian Campbe l l , R ichard
M o o r e , a n d H a n s K n u d s e n
B y M r . a n d M r s . O s c a r
C h r i s t e n s e n 8 . 0 0

In memory of John Pohls, Mr.
a n d M r s . D i e H a n s e n 2 . 0 0

In memory o f F red La rsen ,
M r . a n d M r s . D i e H a n s e n 2 . 0 0

In memory o f J . P. Jensen, H.
C. Hansen, Hans Knudsen,
Fred Larsen, and John Pohls
B y H . C . J o h n s o n 5 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f C a r l M o l l e r ,
Pasadena, Ca l i f . , Mr. and
M r s . A n t o n N i e l s e n , M r. a n d
M r s . N . P. N i e l s e n , M r. a n d
Mrs. Bob Andersen, Mr. and
M r s . A x e l L i n d v a n g , M r .
a n d M r s . C h r i s F o i s t , M r .
a n d M r s . C a r l P e d e r s e n ,
Mr. and Mrs. Th. Kefierup,
Mr. and Mrs . Sha fe r, M r.
a n d M r s . B i l l M a d s e n , M r s .
M a r t h a S i m m o n s e n , M r s .
K i r s t i n e L e n s e n , M r s . M .
L u n d , M r . a n d M r s . N o r e -
g a a r d . R e v. a n d M r s . H . V.
K n u d s e n , M r. a n d M r s . H a r
l an Pedersen , M . J . Ke r -
g a a r d 1 7 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f P a u l B r i n d e r o ,
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . , P o r s a n d
S c h u l t s F a m i l y 3 . 5 0

I n m e m o r y o f H a r o l d S o r e n -
s e n , T y l e r , M i n n . , f r o m
F r i e n d s a n d R e l a t i v e s , D a n -
e b o d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h 2 5 . 0 0

-In memoiY of Skov Nielsen,
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . , P o r s a n d
S c h u l t z F a m i l y 3 . 5 0

In memory of Fred Thonesen,
Parlier Calif., Mr. and Mrs.
C h e s t e r T h o m s e n , D e l R e y 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Granger,
D e l R e y 2 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs . F red Hohn ,
S e l m a 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Niels Hansen,
S e l m a 3 . 0 0

(Continued on Page 16)
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Epiphany
^Continued from page 7)

a rhy thmica l f o rm wh ich undersco res i t s
c r e e d a i o r e v e n l i t u r g i c a l c h a r a c t e r .

He was mani fes ted in the fiesh,
v i n d i c a t e d i n t h e S p i r i t ,

seen by ange ls ,
p r e a c h e d a m o n g t h e n a t i o n s ,
b e l i e v e d o n i n t h e w o r l d ,

t aken up i n g lo r y.
I t is important to note that the church

o f t h e s e c o n d a n d t h i r d g e n e r a t i o n s o f
C h r i s t i a n s p l a c e d E p i p h a n y i n a n i m
p o r t a n t p l a c e . I t c o n t a i n e d f o r t h e m
a sound emphasis upon the d iv ine reve
la t ion as wel l as the ear th ly appearance
a n d t a s k o f J e s u s . A l s o w e c a n a p
preciate this. The message of Epiphany
i s a fi t t i n g c o n t i n u a t i o n o f C h r i s t m a s
j u s t a s A d v e n t i s a fi t t i n g f o r e r u n n e r
o f t h e f e a s t o f t h e n a t i v i t y . I t c a r r i e s
C h r i s t m a s i n t o a n o r g a n i c r e l a t i o n t o
t h e r e s t o f t h e c h u r c h y e a r . M a y w e
u n d e r s t a n d a n d a p p r e c i a t e t h i s .

- J . K n u d s e n .

T h e M i s s i o n O f A m e r i c a n
Church Women Today

{ C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

to make i t a success (bu t no t , as E l len
Knudsen w ro te , t o sc rub t he who le co l
l e g e . D a n e b o d i s a l w a y s c l e a n ! ) I b e
l i e v e t h a t s u c h a " r e t r e a t " w o u l d b e
m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g a n d t h e r e a r e m a n y
things we could discuss and learn aboyt
t h i s m i s s i o n o f o u r s .

I w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t w e t a k e fi v e
days for it and spend them singing to
gether, worshipping together, discussing
our problems, listening to talks, perhaps
do ing a f ew c ra f t s , and so fo r th . I
a m s u r e t h a t s u c h a w e e k c o u l d b e o f
i m m e n s e b e n e fi t a n d i n s p i r a t i o n t o u s .

"Would you come? "When would be
t h e b e s t t i m e f o r i t ? E a r l y s p r i n g b e
f o r e h o u s e c l e a n i n g ? T h e l a s t o f J u n e ,
or first part of July before harve.st?
Or would you have t ime in the fal l?
Send your ideas or comments to Ida
E g e d e , o r t o m e .

N a n n a M o r t e n s e n , Ty l e r , M i n n .

Was Gmndtvig The Founder
O f A S e c t ?

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 3 )

h e r e t h a n i t i s t o m e . I a m c e r t a i n
t h a t w e w o u l d n o t q u a r r e l w h e n w e
m e t . M a r t i n L u t h e r w o u l d h a r d l y a d
v i se anyone no t t o f ound h i s f a i t h upon
t h a t t o w h i c h h e b e a r s w i t n e s s i n h i s
S m a l l C a t e c h i s m ! " 3

G r u n d t v i g w a s , w h e n h e m a d e t h ' e s e
s ta tements , seven ty - th ree years o ld , and
d i d n o t i n h i s l a s t y e a r s c h a n g e h i s
v i e w s o n L u t h e r o r L u t h e r a n i s m , o r
f o u n d a L u t h e r a n s e c t . I s i t n o t m o s t
l ikely that if before that t ime he had
taught differently about Luther and Lu-

3 " F o r h a n d l l n g e r n e p a a d e t F p r s t e S k a n -
d i n a v i s k e K l r k e m p d e " F r . H a n u n e r i c h , p g . 7 0

t h e r a n i s m , o r d e v i a t e d f r o m L u t h e r ' s
t e a c h i n g , s o m e o n e i n t h a t g r e a t a u d i
e n c e o f c h u r c h m e n f r o m t h e t h r e e
S c a n d i n a v i a n c o u n t i e s w o u l d h a v e a r i s e n
a n d p o i n t e d o u t t h e d i s c r e p a n c y i n
G n u i d t v i g ' s s t a t e m e n t s ?

N e i t h e r G r u n d t v i g , n o r a n y o f t h o s e
w h o h a v e l e a r n e d f r o m G r u n d t v i g w h a t
c o n s t i t u t e s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l s o f C h r i s

t i a n i t y, h a v e e v e r f o u n d e d a s e c t , n o r
d i d G rund t v i g eve r dev i a te f r om Lu the r.

Bu t wha t , t hen , i s t he r eason t ha t i n
some c i rc les the concept ion has become
p r e v a l e n t t h a t G m n d t v i g d i d d e v i a t e
f r o m L u t h e r a n d w a s , t o t h e s a m e e x
t e n t , a h e r e t i c ?

W i t h t h e p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e e d i t o r , I
s h a l l i n a s u c c e e d i n g a r t i c l e e n d e a v o r
t o t h r o w s o m e l i g h t u p o n t h i s t o a l l
L u t h e r a n s , a n d , I b e l i e v e , t o a l l C h r i s
t i a n s , i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n .

S a u t a l M i s s i o n
N o v e m b e r , 1 9 5 3

G e n e r a l B u d g e t :

E m e l i e S t o c k h o l m , C h i c a g o $ 1 0 . 0 0
D a n e b o d C o n g i - e g a t i o n , Ty l e r ,

M i n n . 3 5 . 4 1
M i s s i o n G r o u p , M u s k e g o n ,

M i c h . 3 2 . 0 0
A x e l O l s e n s , P e r t h A m b o y ,

N e w J e r s e y 2 5 . 0 0
S t . J o h n ' s C o n g r e g a t i o n , R i n g -

s t e d , I o w a 4 5 . 0 0
W . M . S . D i s t r i c t 7 M e e t i n g ,

K r o n b o r g , N e b . 6 5 . 9 6
A l b e r t O l s e n s , R u t h t o n , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
S t . J o h n ' s S . S . E a s t o n , C a l i f . 3 4 . 0 2
S. S. and D. "V. B. S., Germania,

M i c h . 2 0 . 0 0
A Friend, Des Moines, Iowa __ 5.00
M r s . S . C . D i x e n , A s k o v , M i n n . 1 . 0 0
S t . J o h n ' s D a n . L . A i d M i s s i o n

M e e t i n g , H a m p t o n , I o w a — 7 . 8 5
B e t h a n i a L . A i d , R i n g s t e d , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
E m a n u e l S . S . , L o s A n g e l e s ,

C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0
D a n e b o d D a n . L . A i d , T y l e r ,

M i n n . 5 0 . 0 0
M i s s i o n C i r c l e , M a n i s t e e , M i c h . 3 0 . 0 0
S t . P e t e r ' s S . S . , D w i g h t , 111 . 1 2 0 . 4 6
D a n . L . A i d a n d D a n . R e a d i n g

C i r c l e , G r a y l i n g , M i c h . 1 5 . 0 0
Mrs . W. Raae , Gray l i ng , M ich . 3 .00
Bethany Cong. , Badger, S. D. 33.54
St. Stephan's Dan. Ladies' Aid,

M e t u c h e n , N . J . 1 0 . 0 0
G e r t r u d e G u i l d , C l i n t o n , I o w a 5 0 . 0 0
Wo l t e r s C o r n e r B e t h a n y L . A i d ,

W i t h e e , W i s . 5 . 0 0
Mrs. Aage Larsen, ' Missoula,

M o n t . 1 0 . 0 0
L u t h e r M e m o r i a l L a d i e s ' A i d ,

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a 2 5 . 0 0
L u t h e r M e m . S u n d a y S c h o o l ,

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a 3 0 . 0 0
In memory o f Mrs . Inger M.

Olsen, Cedar Falls, Iowa, by
J o h n J . L a n g s k o v F a m i l y 5 . 0 0

In memory of Simon Madsen,
Ruthton, Minn., by Chr. Han
sen, Jemiie Petersen and "Vera 1.00

In" memory of Mrs. Agerskov-
P e t e r s e n , D a n e v a n g , Te x a s ,

by Ferd. and Odet ta Pearson,
L i n d s a y , N e b . , 5 . 0 0
B y M r s . M a r y T h o m p s o n a n d
f a m i l y 5 . 0 0
B y D a n e v a n g L a d i e s ' A i d 5 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M o l l y M a d -
s e n , Ty l e r , M i r m . , b y H a r a l d
P . N i e l s e n , T y l e r , M i n n . 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M o l l y M a d -
s e n a n d M r s . S o r e n J e n s e n ,
b y D a g m a r M i l l e r 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . P . M . J e n
s e n , S p e n c e r a n d . M r s . E l s e
Ande rsen , Newe l l , I owa , Rev.
H a k o n J o r g e n s e n s 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f E l n a P e d e r s e n ,
A s k o v , a n d M r s . E l i s e F a l -
k e n b e r g . C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ,
b y M r s . L . C . P e d e r s e n 1 0 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f H a n s H a n s e n
S l o t , S v e n d b o r g , S t . S t e p h
a n ' s S r m d a y S c h o o l , C h i c a g o 5 . 0 0

F o r C h i l d r e i i :

K r o n b o r g S . S . , M a r q u e t t e , N e b . 2 . 1 5
H a r o l d C . A n d e r s e n s , W e s t -

b r o o k , M e . 2 5 . 0 0
S t . J o h n ' s D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d ,

H a m p t o i r , I o w a 2 5 . 0 0
N a z a r e t h D a n i s h L a d i e s ' A i d ,

W i t h e e , W i s . 2 5 . 0 0
D a n i s h E v a n g . M a c R a e , S a g i

n a w , M i c h . 1 0 . 0 0
F o r t h e R i b e r s ' a n d M u r i e l

N i e l s e n w o r k :
W . M . S . D i s t r i c t 7 M e e t i n g ,

K r o n b o r g , N e b . 5 9 . 6 4
T o t a l f o r N o v e m b e r $ 8 9 7 . 0 3

T o t a l s i n c e J a n u a r y $ 7 , 4 5 4 . 7 3

M a y o u r q u o t a b e fi l l e d i n D e c e m b e r.
T h a n k y o u .

C o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r D e c e m b e r 1 9 5 3

G e n e r a l B u d g e t :

M r s . A . G . L a r s e n , A l b a n y ,
N . Y . $ 1 0 . 0 0

B e t h a n y W o m e n ' s L e a g u e ,
M e n o m i n e e , M i c h . 2 5 . 0 0

K e d r o n C o n g r e g a t i o n , G r a n t ,
M i c h . 1 8 . 0 0

C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n , M u s k e g o n ,
M i c h . 5 0 . 0 0

O u r S a v i o r ' s C o n g r . , M a n i s t e e ,
M i c h . 2 3 . 0 0

F i r s t Evang . Cong r. , G reen
v i l l e , M i c h . 6 6 . 0 0

Trini ty Congregation, "Victory,
M i c h . 7 6 . 0 8

Marquette Danish Ladies' Aid,
M a r q u e t t e , N e b . 5 0 . 0 0

O a k H i l l L a d i e s ' A i d , B r a y t o n ,
I o w a 1 0 . 0 0

K r o n b o r g C o n g r e g a t i o n , M a r
q u e t t e , N e b . 5 0 . 0 0' Danevang Sunday School,

D a n e v a n g , T e x a s 2 5 . 0 0
E n g l i s h L . A i d , A s k o v , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
Nor th S idney L . A id , Green

v i l l e , M i c h . 2 5 . 0 0
Danish L . A id , Askov, Minn.— 10.00
Hope Luthei-an L. Aid, Ruth

t o n , M i n n . 1 0 . 0 0
Mar ie O lsen , Ru th ton , M inn . . . 10 .00
Rev. and Mi-s. Holger Jorgen-

s e n , D e s M o i n e s , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0
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St. John 's Congregat ion, Cozad,

N e b . 1 9 . 5 0
O u r S a v i o r ' s C o n g r e g a t i o n ,

O m a h a , N e b . 7 . 0 0
J o h a n n e P e t e r s e n , M a r t i n
G r o b e c k , M a r i n u s L a r s e n s ,
Karen Olsen, Metha Petersen,
A 1 R a s m u s s e n s , A g n e s S o r -
e n s e n " 3 0 . 0 0

A. P. Grobecks , Tage Laursens ,
C a r l O l s e n s ' 9 . 0 0
C a t h e r i n e C l a u s e n , F o h n e r
F a r s t r u p s , C h r i s F r e d e r i k -
s e n s , A n n a B . J e n s e n , N i e l s
J e n s e n s , R . M . P e t e r s e n s — 1 2 . 0 0

P a s t o r a n d M i ' s . M a r i u s K r o g
a n d D o n n a 4 . 5 0

C l a r a , K a b h e r i n e , K i ' i s t i n e a n d
M r s . C h r . K j e l d g a a r d 5 . 0 0

D a g m i a r M i l l e r .
1 5 1 7 ■ Gu th r i e Ave . , D e s Mo i n e s , I o w a

( To B e C o n t i n u e d )

S O L V A N G L U T H E R A N H O M E

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 4 )

M r . S o r e n P a u l s e n , S e l m a — 5 . 0 0
^ M r . a n d M r s . N i e l s T h y g e -

s e n , S e h n a 2 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . E d J e p s e n ,
P a r l i e r 5 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . R i c h a r d M i l

t o n , P a r l i e r 3 . 0 0
I n m e m o r y o f F r e d T h o n e s e n ,

P a r l i e r, C a l i f . , M r. a n d M r s .
S o p h u s H a n s e n , P a r l i e r ,■ C a l i f . 2 . 0 0

Miss Dagmar Jensen, Fresno,
C a U f . 2 . 0 0
R o b e r t K a h l , M u n s t e r , I n d . 5 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . G u s B r u m m ,
C h i c a g o H e i g h t s , 1 1 1 . 5 . 0 0
Mrs . Ge r t r ude Ryan and Mr.
a n d M r s . G . F . B r u m m ,
F r e s n o , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
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I n m e m o r y o f J o e A b e l a i t z ,
M r . a n d M r s . A a g e B l o c k _ _ 3 . 0 0

In memory o f Mrs . Mary S tep ,
M r . a n d M r s . E l m e r L u n d e 3 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . N i e l s L a r s e n 3 . 0 0
M r s . N i e l s P e t e r s e n 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f N e l s J e n s e n ,
M r . a n d M r s . J a c k R o s s _ _ 3 . 5 0

I n m e m o r y o f M a r t i n e J e n s e n ,
M r s . C h r i s t i n e P e t e r s e n 1 . 0 0
M r . A . C . B l o c k 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f F r i e n d s w h o
h a v e p a s s e d a w a y t h e p a s t
y e a r , M r . a n d M r s . P a u l
C h r i s t i a n s e n 2 0 . 0 0

I n m e m o i - y o f C a r l C h r i s t e n -
s e n , M r s . A g n e s C h r i s t e n s e n 5 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M i ' s . H e n r i e t t a
Bi-un, Salinas, Calif., Pors
a n d S c h u l t z F a m i l y 1 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . T h e o d o r C I o s -
t e r 5 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r . a n d M r s .
H . C . H a n s e n 1 0 . 0 0
M r s . C a m p b e l l 5 . 0 0
M r s . M a r g a r e t K o h l e r 5 . 0 0
M r . A r t h u r F u n d e r 5 . 0 0

By Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Lund,
Chicago, 111.

In memory of Mrs. Ane Fisher,
Fresno, Cal i f . , Easton Ladies '
A i d 5 . 0 0

S t e p h e n a n d B e a n F u n e r a l
F u n d 1 0 . 0 0
M r s . N . J . B e c k 3 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . H a n s K o c h 5 . 0 0
M i s s A n n i e E s k e l s e n ' 3 . 0 0

In memory of Jens Nicolaisen,
f r o m f r i e n d s a t D a g m a r ,
M o n t . 2 . 2 5

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . K a t i e
■Sandholt , Hol l ister, Cal i f . ,
P o r s a n d S c h u l t z F a m i l y — 3 . 5 0

W m . J e n s e n ' s P a r t y 1 4 . 5 0
M r. M a r t i n A s t r o p , B e l l , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
L o u i s D e i g a a r d 5 0 0 . 0 0
Julius K. Petersen, Lake For

e s t , 1 1 1 . 2 5 . 0 0
Thora No. 11 of Dannebrog,

F r e s n o , C a l i f . 5 0 . 0 0
Chris A. Jensen, Santa Bar

b a r a , C a l i f . 1 0 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . L a w r e n c e A l -

b e r t s e n 1 5 0 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hanson,

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 5 0 . 0 0
H . C . V. H a n s e n , P a c i fi c G r o v e 1 0 0 . 0 0
D. S. S. General Committee,

F i - e s n o , C a l i f . 6 2 . 0 0
W o m e n ' s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y,

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a 2 5 . 5 0
Hans P. Hansen, Santa Maria,

C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0

S o l v a n g H o m e R e s i d e n t s ,
S a l e s a t B a z a a r 2 6 2 . 6 5

Mir. and Mirs. Brovesen, Santa
B a r b a r a , C a l i f . 1 2 . 2 0

M r . a n d M r s . C a r l C h r i s t i a n
s e n , B u e l l t o n , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0

Luther Memorial Aid, Des
M o i n e s , I o w a — 2 5 . 0 0

St. Stephen's Gertrude Guild,
C l i n t o n , I o w a 1 0 . 0 0

Mr. Axel Pedersen, Los Ange
l e s , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0

January 5, 1954
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Neist, Santa

B a r b a r a , C a l i f . 5 0 0 . 0 0
Hope Lad ies ' A id , Ru th ton ,

M i n n . l o . O O
Mr. and M i - s . A l v i n Ja rv i s ,

B a p t i s m a l g i f t 2 0 . 0 0
M r. a n d M r s . H o l g e r A b e l o e - - 5 . 0 0
P a s t P r e s i d e n t s ' C l u b o f D a n a

Lodge No. 15 , Sa l inas , ( ^ l i f . 5 .00
M r . a n d M r s . C h r i s . N i e l s e n _ _ 5 . 0 0
Bethan ia Lad ies ' A id , R ing-

s t e d , I o w a 5 . 0 0
D a n e b o d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

T y l e r , M i n n . " 7 0 . 2 3
F r i e n d s h i p C i r c l e , I m m a n u e l

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , K i m b a l l -
t o n , I o w a 5 . 0 0

Svend Oisen, Santa Barbara,
C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0

L o d g e o f D a n i a N o . 2 3 , S o l
v a n g , C a l i f . 5 0 . 0 0

Lutheran Guild of St. Ansgars,
S a l i n a s , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0

Chdldren of IVEr. and Mrs. B. P.
C h r i s t e n s e n , D e a r b o r n , M i c h . 1 0 . 0 0

N a i n L a d i e s ' A i d , N e w e l l , I o w a 3 0 . 0 0 .
N. J . Nie lsen, Los Angeles,

C a l i f . 1 0 . 0 0
M. R. Stratton, Santa Rosa,

C a l i f . 3 . 0 0
Dagmar Nielsen, S o 1 v a n.g,

C a l i f . 1 0 0 . 0 0
Carl A. Hansen, Los Angeles,

C a l i f . 3 5 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . O t t o J . S o r e n s e n , o

A l h a m b r a , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0
E l v e r a J e n s e n , S a n M a r i n o ,

C a l i f . 1 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . N i e l s P e t e r s e n ,

S o l v a n g , C a l i f . 1 0 . 0 0
Mrs. Alma Petersen, Solvang

L u t h e r a n H o m e 8 0 . 0 0
M r . a n d M r s . P. C . J e n s e n ,

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 2 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Olsen, Dag

m a r , M o n t . 2 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. James Nielsen,

P a s o R o b l e s , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest T. Greene,

L o s A n g e l e s , C a R f . 2 5 . 0 0
Vit is Behring Lodge No. 18,

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
Mrs. Gerda Adair, Los Ange

l e s , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
M r . H e n r y I n f e l d , L o s A n g e

l e s , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
P a u l a H a n s e n , F r e s n o , C a l i f . 5 . 0 0
The Golden West C lub, Fresno,

C a l i f . 1 0 . 0 0
Mr. and Mm. E ig i l Jensen , Los

A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

To t a l r e c e i v e d f r o m O c t . 1 ,
1 9 5 3 t o D e c . 3 1 , 1 9 5 3 $ 5 , 8 4 7 . 3 3

P r e v i o u s l y a c k n o w l e d g e d s i n c e
J u l y 1 , 1 9 5 3 4 , 5 2 8 . 5 7

$10,375.90
U n p a i d P l e d g e s 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0

For these and previous gifts our most
h e a i - t f e l t t h a n k s a n d b e s t w i s h e s f o r
a h a p p y b l e s s e d N e w Ye a r .

N i s P. P o r s T r e a s u r e r .
320 West Al isa l Street ,
S a l i n a s C a l i f o r n i a .


